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Introduction & Background 
Ini$a$ve	
  502	
  

Washington	
  ini;a;ve	
  502	
  passed	
  in	
  November	
  2012,	
  
legalizing	
  small	
  amounts	
  of	
  marijuana	
  for	
  adults	
  21	
  years	
  
of	
  age	
  and	
  older.	
  Retail	
  sales	
  of	
  marijuana	
  in	
  Washington	
  
state	
  began	
  in	
  July	
  2014.	
  

The	
  legisla;on	
  included	
  a	
  mandate	
  for	
  the	
  state	
  
Department	
  of	
  Health	
  to	
  develop	
  and	
  implement	
  media-­‐
based	
  educa;on	
  campaigns	
  across	
  media	
  plaMorms.	
  

Although	
  the	
  Hispanic/La;no	
  popula;on	
  represents	
  a	
  
substan;al	
  minority	
  of	
  individuals	
  in	
  the	
  United	
  States	
  and	
  
is	
  increasing	
  na;on-­‐wide	
  and	
  in	
  Washington	
  state,	
  very	
  
liRle	
  is	
  known	
  about	
  how	
  to	
  best	
  disseminate	
  health	
  
messages	
  about	
  marijuana	
  to	
  this	
  popula;on.	
  

Current	
  study	
  aims:	
  

(1)	
  BeRer	
  understand	
  the	
  ways	
  in	
  which	
  Hispanic/La;no	
  
adults	
  in	
  rural	
  Washington	
  state	
  obtain	
  general	
  and	
  
marijuana-­‐specific	
  health	
  informa;on.	
  

(2)	
  Examine	
  demographic	
  factors	
  that	
  may	
  be	
  associated	
  
with	
  marijuana	
  health	
  communica;on	
  preferences.	
  

Methods	
  
Par$cipants:	
  

291	
  Hispanic/La;no	
  adults	
  residing	
  in	
  small	
  ci;es	
  and	
  	
  
rural	
  areas	
  of	
  central	
  and	
  eastern	
  Washington	
  (see	
  circled	
  
areas	
  on	
  map).	
  
• 	
  	
  	
  64%	
  women	
  
• 	
  	
  	
  Ages:	
  18-­‐80;	
  Average:	
  39	
  years	
  
• 	
  	
  	
  32%	
  less	
  than	
  high	
  school	
  educa;on;	
  33%	
  high	
  school	
  
graduate;	
  28%	
  associate	
  degree	
  or	
  higher	
  
• 	
  	
  	
  61%	
  Spanish-­‐language	
  only	
  at	
  home	
  
• 	
  	
  	
  84%	
  Mexican	
  heritage	
  
• 	
  	
  	
  62%	
  born	
  in	
  Mexico	
  

Survey	
  and	
  Interview	
  Measurement:	
  
(1)  	
  preferences	
  for	
  obtaining	
  general	
  health	
  informa;on	
  	
  
(2)  	
  preferences	
  for	
  obtaining	
  health	
  informa;on	
  about	
  

marijuana	
  	
  
(3)  	
  trust	
  in	
  sources	
  of	
  health	
  informa;on	
  
(4)  	
  radio	
  sta;ons,	
  television	
  sta;ons,	
  newspapers	
  and	
  

magazines	
  accessed	
  and	
  whether	
  those	
  media	
  
sources	
  are	
  used	
  to	
  obtain	
  health	
  informa;on	
  	
  

Source	
   General	
  
Health	
  Use	
  
Rank	
  

Marijuana	
  
Health	
  Use	
  
Rank	
  

Trust	
  
Rank	
  

General	
  
Health	
  Use	
  
Mean	
  

Marijuana	
  
Use	
  Mean	
  

Trust	
  Mean	
  

Doctor	
   1	
   4	
   1	
   3.13	
  (0.99)	
   1.93	
  (1.14)	
   3.29	
  (0.93)	
  
Internet	
   2	
   1	
   5	
   2.82	
  (1.14)	
   2.41	
  (1.22)	
   2.49	
  (1.06)	
  
Friends/Family	
   3	
   2	
   3	
   2.71	
  (0.92)	
   2.14	
  (1.02)	
   2.55	
  (0.96)	
  
Brochures	
   4	
   6	
   4	
   2.63	
  (1.00)	
   1.84	
  (1.06)	
   2.50	
  (1.00)	
  
Pharmacy	
  	
   5	
   18	
   2	
   2.50	
  (1.09)	
   1.55	
  (0.90)	
   2.68	
  (1.03)	
  
Television	
   6	
   3	
   7	
   2.40	
  (1.01)	
   2.06	
  (1.04)	
   2.31	
  (0.98)	
  
Church	
   8	
   5	
   8	
   2.22	
  (1.12)	
   1.92	
  (1.07)	
   2.28	
  (1.07)	
  

Results and Conclusions 
• 	
  General	
  health	
  informa;on	
  is	
  sought	
  out	
  more	
  ogen	
  than	
  
marijuana	
  specific	
  health	
  informa;on.	
  	
  
• 	
  Par;cipants	
  are	
  more	
  likely	
  to	
  seek	
  general	
  health	
  informa$on	
  
from	
  doctors	
  than	
  they	
  are	
  to	
  seek	
  marijuana	
  health	
  
informa;on.	
  	
  
• 	
  Par;cipants	
  are	
  most	
  likely	
  to	
  obtain	
  marijuana	
  health	
  
informa$on	
  from	
  the	
  internet,	
  even	
  though	
  they	
  rate	
  their	
  trust	
  
in	
  this	
  informa;on	
  source	
  as	
  low.	
  	
  
• 	
  Women	
  seek	
  out	
  health	
  informa;on	
  more	
  ogen	
  than	
  men.	
  
• 	
  Educa$on,	
  English	
  proficiency,	
  and	
  health	
  status	
  are	
  posi;vely	
  
associated	
  with	
  likelihood	
  of	
  obtaining	
  health	
  informa;on.	
  
• Less	
  educated	
  par;cipants	
  were	
  more	
  likely	
  to	
  report	
  obtaining	
  
health	
  informa;on	
  from	
  churches	
  than	
  more	
  educated	
  
par;cipants.	
  	
  
• Younger	
  par;cipants	
  were	
  more	
  likely	
  to	
  report	
  using	
  the	
  
internet	
  or	
  mobile	
  apps	
  to	
  obtain	
  health	
  informa;on	
  than	
  older	
  
par;cipants.	
  	
  

Most	
  Frequently	
  Reported	
  Sources	
  of	
  General	
  Health	
  
Informa;on	
  and	
  Marijuana	
  Health	
  Informa;on	
  


