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Drug-related research and EU policy on drugs

• Drugs policy in the EU - A balanced, evidence-based 
approach

• Priorities established in EU drugs strategy (2013-2020)

• ‘Actions must be evidence-based, scientifically sound and cost-effective, 
and aim for realistic and measurable results that can be evaluated’

• and action plans (2013-2016):

• Prevent drug use and delay the onset of drug use (objective 1, includes 4 
specific actions)

• Evaluation of policies and interventions (action 47)

• The Council’s Annual Dialogue on Research – where 
research priorities for funding can be discussed
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The EMCDDA:

• Monitors research/studies used for Reitox reports

• Follows-up on and collaborates with EC funding 
programmes and with EC funded studies/research

• Contributes to the Council’s Annual Dialogue on 
Research (Scientific Committee)

• Keeps a web area on research (national and EU level 
updates)

• Supports Member States, Reitox Focal Points and 
research organisations

Disseminating and supporting research
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Which programmes are funding research/studies

11 drug-related research projects funded since 2007 
by programme. For most of these projects illicit 
drugs is not the main area of research.

Total contribution: € 29 698 893,00
Average grant: € 2 700 000,00
Min:€1 480 000,00 (Health); max: €6 500 000,00 (SS)

The 7th Framework Programme for Research and Innovation (FP7) – 2007-2013
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Ongoing drug-related research under FP7
Potentially relevant for prevention:

• ALICE-RAP (SS) – Area 3: Determinants of addiction; Area 6: Addicting 
the Young

• ERANID (SS) – Setting research priorities for joint calls in BE, ES, FR, IT, 
NL, PT and the UK.  

• DECIDE (Health) – Communicating evidence

• PARADISE (Health) – Looking at psychosocial difficulties linked to brain 
disorders

• TACTICS (Health) – Translational Adolescent and Childhood Therapeutic 
Interventions in Compulsive Syndromes

• Others - LINKSCH (Security); SEWPROF (Initial Training Network -
People)
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• DG Justice – Drugs Prevention and Information 
Programme (DPIP) and DAPHNE III (Prevention of 
violence)

• DG Health – Public Health Programme

• DG Home - Prevention of and Fight against Crime 
Programme (ISEC)

• DG Education and Learning – Lifelong Learning 
Programme

• Others…

Other programmes funding research/studies



8

emcdda.europa.eu

Other programmes funding research/studies

• 77 entries on database since 2007;
• Min: €120,00 (DPIP), Max: €2 146 974,48 (ISEC);
• All focus on drugs/addiction

• The European Cooperation in Science and Technology 
(COST) calls – fund network efforts. Promotes 
international cooperation. Calls always open, with 
deadlines on March and September. Highly competitive.
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What will happen from 2014 on?
• Horizon 2020 (2014-2020) replacing FP7

• Paperless
• International collaboration
• Open access outputs – repository OpenAir (http://www.openaire.eu/)

• But… no specific topic for addiction:
• Societal challenges:

• Health;
• Demographic change and wellbeing;
• Inclusive, innovative and secure societies

• Excellence in Science (Marie-Curie, ITN schemes, European 
Research Council)

• First Horizon 2020 calls to be published 11 December 2013
• DG funding programmes – no clear overall picture
• COST scheme will continue
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Current challenges

Research projects, societies, collaborative academic 
centres, scientific paper awards and academic summers 
schools are contributing to ‘promote, coordinate and 
improve more addiction research in Europe and to 
make its usefulness clearer to policy, public health 
and the general public’ (Bühringer, 2012)

But still a big gap to fill in terms of science translation, 
advocacy and coordination…

More active and coordinated engagement/follow-up on 
Horizon 2020 and other funding programmes is needed
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Where can I access more information?

Open calls!!

http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/topics/research
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Country information on research


