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Thank you for your attention [e¥ESE005

a.brotherhood@ljmu.ac.uk . o . ' .
- First presentation in front of a 'drugs' audience -

initial reactions?

- Just started literature review on drugs/space
studies - any recommendations?

» Too broad in terms of the drugs and spaces
studied - innovative or over-ambitious?

- Multiplicity of possible disciplinary and
theoretical perspectives (e.g., for interpretation
of results)
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You may know me from...

CENTRE FOR European
PUBLIC HEALTH drug prevention

LIVERPOOL JOHN MOORES UNIVERSITY quality standards

... but today's presentation
1s a 'private' project.
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How do people
create + make
sense of their
surroundings?

‘ Space

[ Background #1 ]

Urban sociology

Geog!.aphy ‘What is public space?
Architecture Whosepublicspace?

Planning

why does space
matter?
Lecture PFT

b




why does space

rmatter?
Lecture PPT

[Processee

MaKing/experiencing space - haxigerperensiy cits

theoq/ernpiricd examPles

The bocl\f as mediator
between self and space

+ Geography - Non-representational
theory of space; Psychogeography
- Sense of belonging

Art

Classifications

-

Constituents of space

TYPCS of spaces

Deﬁning spacefplace

different

perspectives,
little consensus

spaces (Low)

limited
empirical basis
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[Backgroun& #2]

"where wealth means health")

Spaceasa
background
variable
Drug dealing, markets ’
(Production sites)




The role of space
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Theories on Jrug

(Potential)

Fragments of a
theory, but no USC an& SPQCC

theory?

Qualitative studies

on Arugs/space

Other studies on

« Practices; meaning of substance
use &rugs/space
- Often lack theory; focus on single e Il

substances or spaces (correlational, intervention
studies)
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- Practices; meaning
use

- Often lack theory;
substances or spact

The research 9ap

Research questions:

+ What criteria (personal constructs) do people use to
identify and distinguish between spaces; and is there a core
zet of criteria which can be understood as essential? What
are people's practices {spacing and synthesis) in relation te
substance use?

- How do different substances (and types of substance use)
express themselves differently in space?

- What typolegies (if any) do people develop concerning the
spaces that surround them, and based on which
constituents of space? How do these typologies relate to
substance use (ie, cut across spaces of use and of non-usef?

+ Can these findings add to a theory of spaces, eg., of risk or




How do people
create + make
sense of their
surroundings?

Makirgiexperiencing space -
theoryiernpirical exarmples

Space

[ Background #1 ] [Backgrouﬂd #2

DrugsS/Space

General intro The role of space

Thearies on drug
use and space
Qualitative studies
on dr uﬂ::'ai.rduc

Prevention + heatth

Public space -
Exclusion and cortrol
"Cleansing” the

streets of
unwanted groups,

on
addiertio

« Howard Becker

REPCr‘tOr‘\]’ BrH

Additional methods

Elements of 3 typolagy an

HeterotoPia

+ Foucault
« Mixa
- Theory and applications




RePertOrY BFICJ StuAy Part'\c'lpants

Additional methods opaces




Results

Elements of 3 tYPObBY on EP]stemolog]cal Poeitions/
clrugs/sPace framewOrks ‘F\Or the

presentation of results

Heterntnoia



substances or spaiéeu

Public space -

Exclusion and control

"Cleansing" the
streets of
unwanted groups,
e.g., homeless, drug
users, etc. -
marginalisation

eral state
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(correlational, intervention

studles)

Prevention + health

Promotion

- Inform the development of
intervention

- How drug-related needs (and
consequently experiences of
intervention) may vary across
different types of spaces

Critical Publ]c health

- Forcing interventions
upon people who don't
want these interventions

« Interventions may lead to
marginalisation of users

« "Misusing" the findings
e.g., to create unfriendly’
environments

Pers

SOC'noiogica\ perspectives

on health, deviance/erime,

addiction

- Howard Becker

ectives

Discussion

Elements of a t‘)lpolog\j on

&u‘gsfspacc

Heterotopia

- Foucault
- Mixa

« Theory and applications

Assumptions:

- Substance users are not always substance users - or are

they? What ahaut spaces where they do not consurne: do
they =till hawe a ‘substance user identity and how does this
differ by substance/individual?

» Theoretical frameworks are under developed in current

drugs/space Hterature and can add something new
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University

Nightclub
Parents’ house
Shopping centre

Where | work Where | relax

Authority is present
(parents, teachers) +
their rules apply
People are into music
and don’t worry about
getting unfit

My own rules — 1 “own”
the place

People are into health
and sports

Pre-school psychologist
u
Informal contact Expert knowledge
Want exchange of info

Case specific knowledge
Continuous contacts Little understanding

Social worker

[ ]
Occasional contacts
High understanding

Non case specific knowledge Pedagogical consulthnt Do not want exchange of info
Formal contact

Generalist knowledge . Emergency
Child welfare centre

p. 484 in Borell, Klas; Espwall, Majen, 2003: The Repertory Grid Technique in Social Work
Research, Practice, and Education. Qualitative Social Work, 2003, Vol. 2, No. 4, 477-491.




